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The book is an attempt to bridge the gap between the past and the future the vernacular and the

contemporary. It questions the relevance of the vernacular in contemporary times and illustrates the

inherent sustainability in vernacular built form. Emphasizing on the fact that apart from the

preservation of vernacular architecture it is more important to carry forward the valuable lessons of

the past into the future, the book presents myriad examples of contemporary architectural works

and showcases how vernacular traditions can be reinterpreted to form contemporary buildings. It

encourages young designers to look within India for models of sustainable design rather than

importing international designs which may or may not be relevant to the Indian context. Key

Features:  Illustrated Case Studies showing use of vernacular traditions to create contemporary

buildings. Expands the concept of sustainability to include physical, socio-economic and cultural

contexts. Highlights the inherent sustainability in the vernacular built form.  Contents:Ã‚Â   

Understanding the vernacular  The Indian vernacular architecture   The contemporary vernacular

architecture   Case Studies on sustainable architecture   Glossary  Bibliography  Other books on

Sustainable Architecture:  Cities: steering towards sustainability by Pierre Jacquet (ISBN:

9788179931318)  Energy-efficient Buildings in India by Mili Majumdar (ISBN: 9788185419824) 

GRIHA Manuals: 5 Volume Set by TERI (ISBN: 9788179934067)  Improving Earthquake and

Cyclone Resistance of Structures: guidelines for the Indian subcontinent by Sekhar Chandra Dutta

(ISBN: 9788179933022)  Sustainable Building - Design Manual:Volume One: policy and regulatory

mechanisms by TERI (ISBN: 9788179930526)  Sustainable Building - Design Manual:Volume Two:

sustainable building design practices by TERI (ISBN: 9788179930533)  Sustainable Urban Planning

in India by Joy Sen (ISBN: 9788179933244)
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Aishwarya Tipnis is an architect from the School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi, with a

Master s Degree in European Urban Conservation from the University of Dundee, Scotland. She is

the recipient of Commonwealth Professional Fellowship 2011, Bonjour India Travel Fellowship from

the Embassy of France 2010, and the Scottish International Scholarship 2006. Her work focuses on

bridging the gap between contemporary architecture and conservation practice and believes that

heritage environment is the starting point for sustainable development. As an urban conservation

consultant her projects include Redevelopment of Chandni Chowk Delhi, Redevelopment of the

Lady Hardinge Medical College and Hospital, New Delhi, and the Identifi cation of Shared Cultural

Heritage: French Heritage in India. She is currently a visiting faculty at the School of Planning and

Architecture, New Delhi.
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